CSE691 – Comparative Web Platforms

Summer 2007

Project Description – Wiki System

Purpose:

This project requires you to develop a Wiki-like web site that can be used by, possibly, many people, to collaborate on text and notes, using a web interface.  You and your team will use the this web application to describe the site you are developing, maintain a log of your work in this course, and to provide tutorial discussions of each of the techniques you’ve used in the web site construction.  The intent of the project is to provide a way of supporting collaboration by exposing editable structured documents on the web.

Requirements:

Your Wiki System:

1. shall provide set of linked web pages that constitute the content of the site.

2. Each page shall provide a structure that:

a. has header and footer sections appropriate for the content of the page.

b. Provides a set of page elements
 that may be fixed or editable.

c. Provides text elements that may or may not be editable.

d. Whether a page element or its text is editable is determined by the designer of the page, using hidden page elements.

e. Most pages should make most of their elements editable.

3. Using the means provided in #2, a user shall be able to add a new page, linked into your site, ready for editing
.

4. Page parts that are editable shall be visually obvious, perhaps by use of color or font.

5. Each page shall provide a navigation area, which can be used to reach every page in the site directly or indirectly by clicking links.

6. shall provide controlled access via login for editing, but all pages shall be viewable without logging in.  Please manage users and their credentials via an attached database.

7. shall provide a visibility mechanism that allows the creator of each page to select parts of the page that will be visible only to users with login credentials.

8. The site shall provide information about the team that is stored in database tables, that includes at least name, email, program of study and number of semesters so far at Syracuse University.  Please provide a non-editable page for this information.

9. shall provide a page for registering the names and paths of each file used in your design.  All registered file information shall be stored in your attached database.

10. shall provide a web service that also supports the registration of file names and paths with your database.

11. shall provide a desktop application that uses the web service of part 10 as an alternate way to register file information.

12. The web service and application shall also support the retrieval onto a client machine of some or all of the files that constitute your site.

For this course, the class will be divided up into three groups
:

1. First group works on an Asp.Net platform – Windows, Internet Information Web Server, SQL Server database, Active Server Pages, and Asp.Net web services.

2. Second group works on a LAMP platform - Linux, Apache Web Server, MySQL database, PHP pages, and TBD Web Services provider.
3. Third group works on a Java Enterprise Edition platform – Linux, JEE Web Server, MySQL database, and Java Server Pages.

Each team will make weekly presentations, after the second week, that discuss problems they currently face, solutions to last week’s problems, and tutorials on the technologies they are learning and using, using pages from their wiki systems.
A set of relatively small labs will also be assigned, that provide background techniques for the group’s platform.

� Here, element means an HTML element, e.g., div, span, header, etc.  You have a lot of design freedom to make the site an attractive and effective collaboration medium.


� Now you see why we require more than just editing text.


� You may not get your first choice for the group in which you participate, as there will be about the same number of people in each group.





