Dear Dr. Fawcett,

I hope this email finds you well. It’s been 3 months since I graduated from SU, and I think it’s time to share some of my news with you.

I joined AllianceBernstein, a growing investment and asset management company in May. From what I experienced so far, I would say I love this job. It’s exactly the kind of work that I wanted, I’m doing my passion, and it feels fantastic. My department is specialized in fund investment. And because of the small size of our development team, my job is interesting while challenging. It’s interesting in that I’ve learned a lot about the financial industry, and it’s challenging because I’m taking much responsibility. 

Working as developer in a fund company is much different from working in other places. Because not only am I required to deliver and maintain our software system, I also have to understand tons of business in financial world: my company enrolled me in an online mutual fund specialist certificate program the first day of my work. As for now, I’m working with my team on building our new trading engine (remember the stock trading system I built for my final project? very similar. And our code base is mainly C#.net and SQL); on the other hand, I provide IT support that facilitates our daily trading (our back office has lots of trades to process for every NYSE’s business day, all of which need information gathered from all over our IT infrastructure). 

More than once I reflected on those days when I was in school after work, and every time I felt I so, so much benefited and blessed from you, your courses and your instruction that I feel obliged to give some suggestion to all the students who either are taking your courses or come across your website. Here are some that I come up with:

If you are serious in either software development or cutting-edge technologies, or if you just want to be marketable and easily find a job after school, my suggestion is to take Dr. Fawcett’s course, as many as you can. The reason being: all his courses (well, almost all) are project based and use cutting edge technologies, which makes you marketable. I took OOD, SMA, DP and DO taught by Dr. Fawcett and here is how all these courses benefit me: OOD provide me hardcore OO knowledge, principles and practices that are favored everywhere in modern software development; SMA distinguished me from a simple programmer: it made me a software designer; DP brought the knowledge I learned from OOD and SMA to a higher level and greatly improved my public speaking skill (each student will teach a lesson to the whole class for 3 times); and DO directly helped me launched my current job: we were allowed to build whatever we want or feel cool, using interesting technologies, and I built what I needed under Dr. Fawcett’s instruction which successfully launched my dream job.

One final word: I want to thank Dr. Fawcett, for everything you’ve done for me and for all of us, I deeply appreciate it. I wish you continuously enjoy your life in Syracuse and SU as you train more and more great software engineers for our community. Have a nice new academic year.


Sincerely,
Yuanzhe Liu
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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