Hello Dr. Fawcett,

I had been thinking of writing to you for a long time and finally got a chance to do so today. My bad. I hope your health is good. You had asked me to send you an email about where I am and what am I upto, so here it goes. Also attached is a photo of us together during convocation.

I am currently working for Amazon in Seattle as an SDE II. I work for the Amazon Lending Team here. We are in the business of lending money to sellers on the Amazon Marketplace to grow their business. It is an invitation only program and we do a lot of data mining and select sellers based on various business rules. I particularly work for the Loan Management module which concerns everything after a loan is issued.

Technology wise I work a lot on Java on the backend. My manager is really good and let me also explore other technologies on the UI such as Ruby On Rails. In fact, our pages were written in some very old language called "Mason" (horrible). 5 of us were allowed to "go dark"  for 3 weeks  to completely learn and transform everything to Ruby on Rails. That was an amazing experience. Its a very popular language. You could think about using it in one of your courses.

The best part of working for Amazon is the amount of responsibility. We code, test, build , deploy to production all by ourselves which helps us understand our systems and all the critical processes associated with them. I can even drive new features, give a new look to public web pages and innovate to a good degree.

Your courses have really helped me settle at Amazon and I hope you continue this journey with other young students as well. I would always like to keep in touch with you.

Yours Sincerely
Harsh
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