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PRIVATE 
Project #6 – Directory Manager



Purpose:

The purpose of this project is to build a program that provides a simple way to navigate around a directory hierarchy, view files, and execute explorer-like operations.  Moreover, the manager is required to provide a DOS command line to accept CMD style commands, e.g., dir, del, ren, copy, etc. as well as execute programs on the current path.  In concept it is like Windows Explorer
 combined with CMD.
This program is required to use a graphical user interface and will be evaluated on how effective it is – simple, easy to use, and complete.



Requirements:

Your DirMgr program:



1. shall compile and link in the IDE, using VS.Net, as provided in the ECS cluster and operate in the environment provided there.



2. shall accept a command line argument specifying the directory to start in.  If no argument is provided, shall start at the last visited directory
.  The very first time the program is run it should display the desktop, showing all of the available drives as top-level directories.
 


3. shall provide two panes.  The left pane shows a view of the desktop or drive currently selected.  A tree view is recommended, like that used by Explorer.  The right pane shows the contents of the currently selected directory in the left pane.  The left view shall provide for selection and navigation through directories with mouse clicks or arrow keys and enter key.  The right view shall provide for selection and opening of files with mouse clicks or arrow keys and enter key.



4. When a file is selected and right-clicked a pop-up menu shall provide options to open, view, execute, delete, or rename the file.  Obviously some of these don’t make sense for some types of files, and should not be offered as options on the menu
.  When a file is opened if it is an executable (.exe or .bat) it shall be executed.  Otherwise it shall be opened with an existing application (Word for .doc files, Notepad for .txt files, Msdev for .h and .cpp files, etc.).



5. shall provide an always visible edit box to accept commands, referred to below as the CMD window. Any DOS command shall be accepted and processed just as it would be in a Command Prompt window.



6. Files that are archived using WinZip or a compatible archive tool shall be displayed just like any other file, except that they are color coded.


7. File drag-and-drop shall be supported, as provided by Windows Explorer.

This project will count as two projects if, and only if, it supports the creation and effective use of macros in the CMD window. 
� Both Prosise and Petzold provide demo code for an explorer like program.


� Presumably you will need to use a config file or registry entry to accomplish this.


� It is acceptable to either eliminate the choice from the menu or show it greyed out.





