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These notes describe the process needed to build a COM component that calls another COM component. 

Client Calling Outer Component which then Calls Inner Component
1. Create ATL7 project for inproc component.  Uncheck attributed.
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2. We now have a COM inproc server with an interface and embedded class, but no methods yet.  So go to the class view and add a method that sends and retrieves a string through an in, out parameter:
[image: image4.png]]

dd Method Wizard - Outer

welcome to the Add Method Wizard

This wizard adds a methad to your nterface.

Names Method name:
e y | [SendstringForModfication

Parameter atrbotes
Min Wout | retval

Parameter type: Parameter name:

SR = B s

[Add peramete

Fh | coal | v





3. Now, create a client to test the OuterComponent before going further.
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I build a client using ATL wrappers CComQIPtr and CComBSTR that wraps interface pointers and BSTRs, respectively.  They make the client code a lot cleaner.
4. Now, build an InnerComponent that accepts a BSTR*, modifies the BSTR and returns the result.  The process is identical to the above.

5. Finally, steal the client code you wrote and paste it into the member function of CouterComp that modifies a client string.  Now this function will become a client for CinnerComp which will also modify the string.  The only hard part about this is figuring out what to include.  If you use ATL you don’t have to do any messing around with properties – the ATL application wizard takes care of that for you.

6. I have put an example of this with client calling OuterComp and OuterComp calling InnerComp with each modifying a string that is passed back and forth, so you can see what each layer is doing.

Look at the projects there and the #includes to figure out how to set up your project.
