VMware Notes

VMware

We use VMware at the lab to run a virtual machine for Ubuntu.

We actually use KUbuntu, which uses KDE as X11 windows server,

on top of Ubuntu.

Ubuntu is a popular GNU/Linux operating system.

Our installation includes:

  LAMP: Apache 2, MySQL 5, PHP 5

  Java EE5: Java 1.6, Netbeans IDE, Sun JSAS (Java EE 5) App Server

Starting Linux

Open T: drive. Find and double-click Ubuntu.vmx.

Under VMware, you can edit virtual memory. VMware grows and shrinks memory

usage, negotiating between host OS (Windows) and virtual OS (Ubuntu).

Press play to start the virtual machine.

Special Keys

CTRL-ALT    
Press and release to switch between host and target OS.

            

If your mouse gets stuck inside target OS window, use this.

CTRL-ALT-ENTER  Press this to start target OS in full-screen mode.

CTRL-ALT-DEL    
DON'T USE THIS. Using this under Linux may freeze Windows.

CTRL-ALT-INS    
Sends CTRL-ALT-DEL to host OS. Avoid using this if you can.

Mouse Click: 
Clicking within virtual OS window will trap mouse in window.

              

Use CTRL-ALT to escape to host OS.

Virtual Disk Space

Together with .vmx file, there are .vmdk files, totalling 6 GB, used as

hard disk for virtual OS, Ubuntu. Do not touch these files.

VMware Tools Package

VMware tools allow shared directories and drag-and-drop operations between

virtual OS and host OS.

Virtual CPU

Running under VMware is slow when large programs are starting up (such as

Netbeans IDE, Sun App Server, Java DB, which may total 1 GB or more in

memory). Most of the time, speed is sufficient.

Every now and then, virtualization may cause virtualized OS programs to

crash. This may happen due to the program sharing CPU cycles with the host

machine. This is very rare, even with large servers we are running.

