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CUBAN FREEMASONS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CiviL
SocleTy AND PouTticaL OPENING

Jorge Luis Romeu
voige Ll iries

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

During a 2006 Bildner Center symposium called Cuba Futures, several pa-
pers on the embryonic Cuban civil society were presented. They discussed a
number of groups inside the island that ranged from Catholics to the Abakua
and from internal dissidents to the remnants of the small Jewish community
in Havana. We noticed how such patterns were also present in other forums
such as the Association for the Study of the Cuban Economy (ASCE). Some-
how, researchers failed to recognize one civil society organization that has
continuously existed in Cuba for over 150 years, with nearly 30,000 mem
bers, distributed among 314 lodges, in every province, town, and city in the
country: the Cuban Freemasons of the Grand Lodge of Cuba (CE/! GLC).
Several possible reasons exist for the omission of the role of the CE/GLC
in the research literature of Cuban civil society: first, a poor knowledge g
Cuban history and of its traditional institutions; second, an emphasis o0 dlls'
sident groups that oppose the current Cuban regime and a failure t recogniz
how civil society is not solely integrated by opponents of the ;
and third, an existing prejudice against freemasons in general, something
well studied and documented in several papers published by the Centr0 &€
Estudios Historicos de la Masoneria Espafiola (CEHME).! !
This chapter addresses two key research questions that have beet i

nored by most researchers of Cuban civil society. Firs‘t,_w/
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