Building COM Component Examples from Website
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CSE775 - Distributed Objects

Attributions:

Several projects in the folders below are modifications, some minor, some with significant changes, of code provided
with the book:

Inside Distributed COM, Guy Eddon and Henry Eddon, Microsoft Press, 1998.

We used this excellent book for two years in this course. It is loaded with example code, very thoughtfully constructed,
and most simple in structure, with concise but effective documentation for builds.

One ActiveX project, ATLPanel, was adapted, with only minor modifications, from code provided with the book:

ActiveX Template Library Development with Visual C++ 6.0, Nathan Wallace, Wordware Publishing, 1999.

Building These Projects:

Building COM projects is a little more complicated than building console or straight Windows applications. Here are
some guidelines:

1. Find all the id files in the project (most have one, some have two or more), right click on them and select
compile. This invokes the MIDL compiler to generate header and implementation files needed for the C++
compiles.

2. Right-click on each COM component project and select rebuild.

3. Go to the project directory and dir /s *.dll (for In-Proc components) and dir /s *.exe (for Out-of-Proc
components). Register each In-Proc component with regsvr32 xxx.dll. Register each Out-of-Proc component by
running the EXE with the switch /RegServer. You will find a screen shot here that shows how to add regsvr32 to
the Visual Studio Tools Menu to do that more easily.

. If the dient and component do not share the same context (threading model and security attributes) then you will
need to insure that the ProxyStub code is compiled to build the ProxyStub dll, and then register the dll, as above.
In some of the workspaces that need ProxyStubs I have provided projects to build them. My recommendation is to
build the project without worrying too much about this, but if you get a failure in CoCreatelnstance, then look for
a ProxyStub that needs building or registering.

. Now you can set the dient(s) as startup projeci(s) and compile and run them.
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